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         Topper Open Meeting
                  Sunday 25th March 2018
ITCA South West and Fowey Gallants Sailing Club (FGSC)
SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
1. ORGANISING AUTHORITY

1.1. The organising authority is Fowey Gallants Sailing Club together with the South West Area of International Topper Class Association (Great Britain)
2. RULES
2.1. The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing. 
2.2. The Fowey Harbour Commissioners by-laws.
3. NOTICES TO COMPETITORS
3.1. Notices to competitors will be posted on the Official Notice Board located in the FGSC clubhouse.
4. BRIEFING
4.1. There will be a briefing not before 10am on Sunday 25th March 2018 at Caffa Mill Car Park. 

5. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE
5.1. Signals made ashore will be hoisted on the club’s main flag mast.
6. SCHEDULE OF RACES
6.1. There are four races scheduled and the times of the warning signals are intended to be;

Race 1
10:55 hours

Race 2
ASAP after Race 1

Race 3
ASAP after Race 2

Race 4
ASAP after Race 3
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CLASS FLAGS
7.1. The warning signal flag for the racing will be the Class Flag T: 

8. RACING AREA
8.1. The course area will be outside the entrance of Fowey Harbour, or in the Fowey Estuary.
9. THE COURSE
9.1. The diagram in Attachment A shows the course including the order in which marks are to be passed and the side on which each mark is to be left. 

9.2. The number of laps may be displayed on the committee boat; this may be displayed by flags.
Note, races can still be started with no lap numbers indicated.
9.3. Marks will be large white or orange inflatable marks, or yellow inflatable pillar marks.
10.
THE START
10.1`
Races will be started by using rule 26.

Time
Title
Signals


5 minutes   
Warning
Class Flag up and 1 sound signal.


4 minutes   
Preparatory       
Either Flag P, I, U or Black Flag up and one sound signal.


1 minute
1 minute period
Either Flag P, I, U or Black down and one sound signal


0 minute     
Starting               
Class Flag down and one sound signal



P    
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U   
              BLACK 
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10.2
The Starting Line will be between a mast displaying an orange flag on the Race Committee Boat and mark ‘S’

11
SHORTENED COURSE

11.1     Any race may be shortened when the leading boat is in the proximity of mark 2.  Code flag S will be displayed on a committee boat with 2 sound signals.  This means that the race will be finished on the finishing line at the end of that lap.  Note; SI 12.2 may still be used.       
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12
THE FINISH
12.1
The finishing line will be between a mast displaying a blue flag on the Race Committee Boat and mark ‘S’.
12.2
Back markers may be given their position taken on the course by a Race Committee boat displaying flag W with two sound signals
12.3
Competetors are asked to avoid the finish line area after they have finished and cleared the line
13       PENALTY SYSTEM

13.1
Decisions of the protest committee will be final as provided in rule 70.4.

14      SCORING
14.1
Four races are scheduled of which one race shall be completed to constitute a valid series. Each boat’s score will be the total of her race scores with her worst score discarded if all races have been completed.
15      SAFETY
15.1
Whilst afloat all competitors must wear adequate personal buoyancy to provide at least 50N of floatation. This replaces rule 40. Wet suits and dry suits are not considered personal flotation devices.
15.2
Competitors are to be aware that Fowey is a commercial port and can be busy.  Competitors must obey immediately any instructions given by any Port Authority vessels; and must keep clear of all commercial vessels.

15.3
Competitors retiring must inform a FGSC safety boat of their intention to retire as soon as possible.  Retiring competitors may be required to remain with the safety boat if necessary.

16   PRIZES
17.1 Prizes will be awarded at the discretion of the Race Committee having regard to the number of boats entered. The Prize Giving will take place after the racing finishes on Sunday afternoon. 
17   RISK STATEMENT

17.1
Rule 4 of the Racing Rules of Sailing states: 
"The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a race or to continue racing is hers alone."    

 17.2
Sailing is by its nature an unpredictable sport and therefore inherently involves an element of risk. By taking part in the event, each competitor agrees and acknowledges that: 

(a)
They are aware of the inherent element of risk involved in the sport and accept responsibility for the exposure of themselves, their crew and their boat to such inherent risk whilst taking part in the event; 
(b)
They are responsible for the safety of themselves, their crew, their boat and their other property whether afloat or ashore; 

(c)
They accept responsibility for any injury, damage or loss to the extent caused by their own actions or omissions; 

(d)
Their boat is in good order, equipped to sail in the event and they are fit to participate; 

(e)
The provision of a race management team, patrol boats and other officials and volunteers by the event organiser does not relieve them of their own responsibilities; 

(f)
The provision of patrol boat cover is limited to such assistance, particularly in extreme weather conditions, as can be practically provided in the circumstances.
(g)
It is their responsibility to familiarise themselves with any risks specific to this venue or this event draw to their attention in any rules and information produced for the venue or event and to attend any safety briefing held for the event.

18
RIGHTS AND COPYRIGHT

18.1     In participating in this event, any competitor automatically grants to FGSC the right to use any images, either still or video, of the event.

19
INSURANCE
19.1
Each boat is required to hold adequate insurance including third-party cover of not less than £2,000,000 and it is the owner or owner's representative's sole and inescapable responsibility to ensure that the insurance is in place and is adequate. No responsibility will be accepted by FGSC, or any other party involved in the organisation of the Race.
ATTACHMENT A: course
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One Lap is defined as:

Start, 1 (P), 2 (P), Race Committee Boat passed to Starboard and ‘S’ to Port 
(i.e. you must go through the line between Race Committee Boat and 
mark ‘S ’on every lap upwind).  Note, there is no requirement to pass through this line on any downwind leg.  If RC Boat is off station, competetors may ignore ‘S’ at the end of that lap.

The finish is between the Race Committee Boat displaying blue flag and Mark ‘S’

The number of laps will be displayed on the committee boat and the Finish indicated as in Sailing Instruction 11.
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