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Blithfield Sailing Club Ltd 

Notice of Race  

Topper Midland Travellers Series Round 1  

15th February 2025 

 
1. RULES  

1.1. The organising authority is Blithfield Sailing Club Ltd and ITCA (International Topper Class Association).  

1.2. The races will be governed by the ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) which apply at the time of the 
race, the prescriptions of the RYA and the respective rules of the Topper Class, the rules of Blithfield Sailing 
Club Ltd, this Notice of Race and the Sailing Instructions.  

1.3. Competitors should note that Blithfield Sailing Club Ltd implements the RYA Racing Charter and that 
they will be required to undertake to sail in compliance with the Charter.  

1.4. By entering this event, you will be a temporary member of Blithfield Sailing Club Ltd for the duration. You 
will therefore be governed by the Club Rules and By-Laws as published on the Blithfield Sailing Club Ltd 
website. http://www.blithfield.org.uk . 

1.5. All competitors will be required to wear an adequate personal floatation device at all times whilst sailing. 
Please be aware that personal flotation must be worn by anyone going onto the launching area, this is a vital 
safety rule of Blithfield SC Ltd.  

 

2. ADVERTISING  

2.1. Boats may be required to display advertising chosen and supplied by the organising authority. If this rule 
is broken, World Sailing Regulation 20.9.2 applies. 

 

3. CONDITIONS OF ENTRY  

3.1. The event is open to all Topper sailors who are members of the ITCA Class Association (or members of 
the host club).  

3.2. All boats, crew and equipment must comply with the measurement and sailing requirements of the 
Topper Class.  

http://www.blithfield.org.uk/
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3.3. Eligible competitors must enter by registration, in advance, directly through the ITCA Topper Website 
(www.itca-gbr.co.uk). 

3.4. A change of helm will be classified as a new entry.  

3.5. Entry fee will be £20 collected online through the Topper website. Entry Closes at 8pm on Wednesday 
12th February 2025.  

3.6. Minors – all competitors under the age of 18 years at the time of the event must complete a parental 
declaration (ITCA Entry Form), signed by their parent or guardian, prior to competing. This form is to be 
handed into Blithfield Sailing Club at Registration.  

3.7. All competitors should report to the Registration Desk between 09:00 and 10:00 on Saturday 15th 
February 2025, prior to launching. 

Please note gates will be open from 8.30am Saturday 15th February 25. 

 

4. SCHEDULE  

4.1. The race start times are scheduled as follows with the warning signal being 5 minutes prior to the start 
time.  

Date – Saturday 15th February 25 

 

Race   Warning Signal  

1  Topper Fleet Not Before 10.30  

2  Topper Fleet To follow race 1 

-------------------Lunch --------------------- 

3  Topper Fleet To follow lunch  

4  Topper Fleet To follow race 3 

 

4.2. The number of races is indicative only and will depend upon weather conditions.  

4.3. Safety cover will be in position when the Club pennant is flying from the flagstaff on the Clubhouse. 
Boats are only allowed to launch when this flag is raised.  

4.4. Race timing for the first finisher will be targeted for approximately 45mins after the start.  

4.5. No warning signal shall be made before 10.25 on Saturday 15th February 2025.  

4.6. The Principal Race Officer will advise, at a briefing to be held at the Club at approximately 09.45 on 
Saturday 15th February 2025, of any changes in the intended timing of races. 

 

5. SAILING INSTRUCTIONS  

5.1. The Event Sailing Instructions will be available on the Blithfield Sailing Club website, ITCA Website and 
posted on the Club noticeboard. No additional copies will be provided. 

http://www.itca-gbr.co.uk/
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6. COACHING  

6.1. COACHING ITCA may arrange for a coach to be provided for on-water coaching to the less experienced 
sailors during the races. This is not intended to give individuals unfair advantage, rather to support their 
development and motivation for the future. The coach will adhere to coaching principles and behaviours as 
required under Rule 2, Fair Sailing. No other on-water coaches are permitted for the duration of the event. 

 

7. TROPHIES AND PRIZES  

7.1. Trophies will be awarded for first 3 boats overall and the 1st/2nd in the 4.2 Classification.  

7.2. Other prizes will be awarded at the discretion of the Race Committee.  

7.3. The Prize Ceremony will be as soon as possible following the final race. 

 

8. DISCLAIMER  

8.1. Competitors participate in the event entirely at their own risk. See RRS 4, Decision to Race.  

8.2. The organisers will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death sustained in 
conjunction with or prior to, during, or after the event. The organisers encompass everyone helping to run the 
race and event, and include the organising authority, the Race Committee, the Race Officer and patrol boats. 

 

9. INSURANCE  

9.1. Each participating boat shall be insured with a valid Third-Party Liability Insurance with a Minimum 
Cover of £3 million. 

 

10. SCORING SYSTEM  

10.1. The Low Point scoring system, RRS Appendix A will apply. Rule A5.3 will apply so that a boat that 
retires, does not finish or is disqualified shall be scored one more than the number of starters in the 
applicable race.  

10.2. A maximum of four races and a minimum of one race will be sailed to constitute the event. If four or 
more races are sailed, the worst score shall be discarded. 

 

11. RIGHTS TO USE NAMES AND LIKENESSES  

11.1. Competitors automatically grant to the organising authority, without payment, the right in perpetuity to 
make, use and show any motion pictures, still pictures and live, taped or filmed television of, or relating to the 
event. They also allow their names, age category, club and boat details to be displayed in competitors lists 
prior to the event and in results, on the Blithfield Sailing Club website and in other publications. 

 

12. DATA PRIVACY  

13.1. The personal information you provide to the organising authority will be used to facilitate your 
participation in the event. If you have agreed to be bound by the Racing Rules of Sailing and the other rules 
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that govern the event (the rules), the legal basis for processing that personal information is contract. If you 
are not bound by the rules, the legal basis for processing that personal information is legitimate interest. Your 
personal information will be stored and used in accordance with the organising authority’s privacy policy. 
When required by the rules, personal information may be shared with the RYA, your national authority and/or 
World Sailing. The results of the event and the outcome of any hearing or appeal may be published. 

 

13. FURTHER INFORMATION  

 

INVASIVE SPECIES PROCEDURE. Before launching, all competitors are required to ensure that their boat 
has been ‘Checked, Cleaned and Dried’ for a minimum of two days prior to arriving at Blithfield Sailing Club.  

 

DOGS Staffordshire Water do not permit dogs in the Clubhouse. Dogs must always be on a lead when in the 
grounds.  

 

ACCOMODATION Blithfield Sailing Club is close to a number of hotels and B&Bs. An internet search on the 
area reveals extensive lists of accommodation to suit all tastes and pockets.  

 

SITE ACCESS & SECURITY We share the water with Blithfield Anglers. The two sets of gates leading to the 
Club are required to be padlocked overnight. Those staying on site should request the Access Code from the 
Club contact below.  

The Club’s lease does not permit anybody moving outside the limits of the sailing compound.  Despite the 
beautiful scenery, the paths across the dam and round the reservoir are not open for use. 

DIRECTIONS Please refer to the map and directions on the Club website. The address is Blithfield Sailing 
Club Ltd, Blithfield Reservoir, Waters Road, Abbots Bromley, Staffordshire, WS15 3DU. 

 

GALLEY  Tea and coffee-making facilities are available at the galley. Breakfast Bacon Cobs and a hot lunch 
of Chilli-con-carne / vegetarian option with jacket potatoes will be available on the day.  

 

The Club contact is Peter Slater - Email:peteboris@icloud.com. 


